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State Respite Plan to be 

Unveiled on Wednesday 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C.  -  The Lieutenant Governor's Office on Aging, through a grant from the United 

States Administration on Aging in partnership with the South Carolina Respite Coalition and Family 

Connection of South Carolina, will hold a press conference in the Lower Lobby of the State House on 

Wednesday, May 8, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., to unveil the Lifespan Respite Care Program's State Plan. 

 

Respite is defined as regular, temporary breaks for caregivers of people with a disability, special need, 

or chronic illness.  It is an essential service that provides caregivers with the relief necessary to maintain 

their own physical and emotional health, thereby allowing families to successfully continue caring for 

their family member in the home.  By improving relationships and stability, respite also helps families 

delay, and in many cases, avoid costly hospitalization or facility care.   

 

The unveiling of this State Plan is one of the many planned events during the month of May which 

highlights Older Americans Month.  In our state alone, it is estimated that approximately 770,000 South 

Carolinians are serving as unpaid family caregivers.  The estimated economic value of this unpaid care 

to South Carolina is over $7.4 billion annually.   

 

“It is important for family caregivers across our state to have the respite services they need in order to 

have the strength to care for their loved ones,” said Lieutenant Governor Glenn McConnell.  “Realizing 

the importance of respite to family caregivers in South Carolina, I have asked our state legislature to 

fund a voucher program in next year’s budget to provide these caregivers with the break they deserve.” 

 

The Lifespan Respite Care Program in South Carolina is guided by a State Advisory Committee 

comprised of representatives from both the public and private sectors, as well as consumers.  The goal of 

the grant is to improve access to quality respite services for all family caregivers across all ages and 

special needs.   

 

Copies of the State Plan will be available for distribution at Wednesday’s press conference.  For more 

information on the Lifespan Respite Care Program, please contact Anne Wolf in the Lieutenant 

Governor’s Office on Aging at 803-734-9919. 
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